MEMORANDUM 


OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

p*t 







1 


OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETART OF DEFENSE 


^ t * Mu r~T' 


/o/Lj£\ 

<o~JL / ''-~ Ja ~ 

jUJ^ ) (■) 

/y^ofz QjLr- — /C A^^(5«AXV— ^ /V^V 
fp.f\jLKjZS/^*Ss3^ 


O vA/ u>»» — ^ 

~ f£L+ - '^'^3 ^ ^k> y 'JXjJy*X~*~A^ • 


l/^Q. ^J#* A/V “*-. 


A 9407 













(A4^L r ^ off^'K 










"No Communist regime has ever taken over by free election." 

But that is partly because we have not allowed elections to be held in 
situations where they were likely to wins notably, SVN in 1956, where 
elections called for by the Geneva Accords would almost surely have led 
to a Communist takeover. Same would be true today? 

Fact is, we are not exclusively concerned with the process by which 
Communists take over; we are not indifferent to a takeover by "legal" means. 
We want to prevent Communist expansion. Nor do we insist on being invited 
by popular or governmental request. (Bay of Pigs. Note range of activities 
in Laos, not all preceded by request of legal government.) 
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